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of the Common or Fantail species, .having, like that bird,
all the tail-feathers broad and soft. The bill, however,
differs from that of the Fantail, being narrower and much
shorter proportionately,, as also are the legs. In fact,
although the bird is so noticeably larger tha,n the Fantail,
its bill is actually shorter than in that bird. This combin-
ation of characters, normal tail with small bill, will distin-
fuish the European Solitary Snipe from any of our species,
ut there is also a very noticeable and distinctive colour-
characteristic. This is, that in adult birds the four outer
tail-feathers are all white except for a little black at the
base ; while even in the young, in which these feathers are
barred with dark brown, the ground, colour remains white,
whereas in the Fan tail it is, as everybody knows, chestnut.
This Snipe is essentially a Western bird, breeding in the
north of Europe and Asia as far east as the Yenesei, where
it is more numerous than the Fantail Snipe. In winter it
goes to Southern Europe and Africa. It is known to occur
in Persia, and in the Journal of the Bombay Natural History
Society (Vol. XII, p. 782) the occurrence of a specimen near
Madras in September 1899, is recorded. Captain C.
Donovan, I.M.S., procured the bird at Madras from a
local shikari on the 5th of that month, and finding it had
the characteristic broad and nearly white outer tail
feathers of Gallinago ma jo/', considered that it belonged to
that species. He sent the specimen to the Madras
Museum and was told that the bird was a Wood-Snipe
(G. nemoricola). The specimen was also thrown away as
riot worth preserving as it had become "high." It seems
impossible that Captain Donovan, who is a member of the
British Ornithologists' Union, had shot G. nemoricola, and
carefully looked up the characters of the Snipes in several
authors, could have been mistaken, and hence I conclude
that we can claim the Double Snipe as a member of our
Indian Fauna.